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now to explain that he meant the word " forthwith " to apply only
to further embarkations when those already authorized were exhausted.
He and his colleagues decided, meanwhile, that however strong the
emotions of the electors might be, a Bill requiring them to pay com-
pensation to the mine-owners of the Rand would be a damaging anti-
climax and an inauspicious beginning of the new Parliament. The
solution in the end was to come from the Transvaal itself, which
before the end of the following year was to discover the moral and
economic disadvantages of this form of labour.
On January 10, when British Ministers were scattered all over the
country and thinking of nothing but the elections, M. Cambon, the
French Ambassador, came to see Grey at the Foreign Office and uttered
the word " war." He did not believe, he said, that the German
Emperor wanted war, but he was pursuing a very dangerous policy,
and had so incited public opinion and military opinion in Germany
that a pacific issue would be difficult. Some months previously
Lansdowne had expressed the opinion that the.British and French
Governments should discuss " any eventualities that seemed possible "
and steps had been taken in that direction. At the time " it had
not been considered necessary to discuss the eventuality of war but
it now seemed desirable that this also* should be considered,*' and " it
was of great importance that the French Government should know
beforehand whether in the event of aggression against France by
Germany, Great Britain would be prepared to render to France armed
assistance.*'1
Grey replied that it was out of his power to give any immediate
answer to this question. Not only were Ministers dispersed, but they
were not as yet aware of " the sentiments of the country as they
would be expressed at the polls/' All he could do was to "state
as his personal opinion that if France were to be attacked by Germany
in consequence of a question arising out of the Agreement which the
previous Government had concluded with the French Government,
i Grey, " Twenty-five Years," Vol. I, Ch. VI; " Life of Campbell-Banner-
man," Vol. II, Ch. XXX.
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